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Adelaide Morning 

Chronicle

Adelaide Chronicle 1850's SLSA 

newspaper 

collection

Adelaide newspaper reports of the gold rush and impact on 

South Australia recorded at the time

Annear, Robyn Nothing But Gold - the diggers of 

1852

Text 

Publishing, 

Melbourne

Relates mainly to travel from Melbourne, but includes 

descriptions of conditions and difficulties faced.

Arden, Pastor 

George

A Sketch of Port Phillip 1999 includes Ham's Squatters Map

Arrowsmith, John Map of the discoveries in Australia [cartographic material] : copied from the latest M.S. surveys in the Colonial Office1832 John 

Arrowsmith

NLA / 

SLV?

Map of Southeastern Australia showing explorers routes for the 

period 1817-1830. Relief shown by hachures. Includes 

referenced table entitled: Reference to the tracks of the 

travellers and the number of miles explored by each.

Arrowsmith, John South Eastern Portion of Australia compiled from the Colonial Surveys, and from details furnished by Exploratory Expeditions, By J. Arrowsmith. (with) inset outline map of Australia. (Map) 35. London, Pubd. 2d. June 1842, by J. Arrowsmith, 10 Soho Square.1844 John 

Arrowsmith

Burra 

Communit

y Library

Shows track south from Burra through the hills to Kapunda and 

then on to Gawler.  

Auhl, Ian The Story of the 'Monster Mine' - the 

Burra Burra Mine and It's Townships 

1845-1877

1986 Investigator 

Press, 

Hawthornden

e, SA

copy CMD excellent detail re the situation in Burra - no detail re overland 

journey

Avoca & District 

Historical Society

Pyrenees Pioneers newsletter, No 128 July 19951995 Article by Alleyne Hockley with references to location of Daisy 

Hill

Baker, D W A The Civilised Surveyor - Thomas 

Mitchell & the Australian Aborigines

1997 Melbourne 

University 

Press

Barnard, F G A Some Early Victorian Maps (read 

before the Royal Historical Society 

of Victoria 28 June 1915)

1917-18 in 

Victorian 

Historical 

Magazine 

Vol VI 

1917-1918

65-

77

Describes various early maps.  Includes 1845 map by ? ??  

Surveyor to the District of Grant

Bate, Weston Victorian Gold Rushes (Themes in 

Economic Social History)

1988 McPhree 

Gribble/ 

Pengujin

Good overview - little detail regarding overland travel

Billis, R V & 

Kenyon, A S

Pastures New - an account of the 

pastoral occupation of Port Phillip

1930 Macmillan & 

Co, 

Melbourne

PMI 

Library

Narrative in content, but does outline pastoral settlement, with 

background such as distinction between the terms run, station 

and out-station.  Mention too of early overland stock routes, but 

not comprehensive.
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Blainey, G Rush That Never ended, The (4th 

Edition)

1993 Good overview - little detail regarding overland travel

Blake, L J Gold Escorts in Australia - article in 

The Victorian Historical Magazine

1970 Royal 

Historical 

Society of 

Victoria

MSD 244-

264

Article in journal - see also publication of same name

Blake, L J Gold Escort 1971 Copy various accounts of travel overland - pp 20-24

Blake, L J Gold Escorts in Australia Deputy Surveyor General (SA) John McLaren led survey party 

to mark shortest possible route from Wellington punt across 

Long Desert to Victorian border and through Little Desert to 

Forest Creek.

Blake, L J Place Names of Victoria

Bleasdale family Bleasdale 1850-1986 1986 Bleasdale 

Vineyards Pty 

Ltd

MSD Account of early settlement in Langhorne Creek area of  south 

Australia, including references to building accommodation for 

travellers to the goldfields in early 1850's

Blight, Brian Cornish Farmers at Open Range MSD

Bride T F Simson family - details tbc

Broome, Richard The Victorians - Arriving 1984 Fairfax, Syme 

& Weldon & 

Associates

PPL 67-

93

ch 4 Gold Seekers

Burke, John 

Conway

Joseph Hawdon RHSV MS

Castlemaine 

Association of 

Pioneers and Old 

Residents 

(copyright)

Records of the Castlemaine 

Pioneers

1972 Rigby Ltd Several accounts mention overland journey, including George 

Baker and L Murphy, 

Clarke, Ian D (Ed) Journals of George Augustus 

Robinson, Chief Protector, Port 

Phillip Aboriginal Protectorate (Vols 

1-4) (1839-1845)

1998 Heritage 

Matters

PPL Early travel in Victoria - includes lists of overnight camps and 

distances, descriptions of areas and weather conditions.

Clarke, Marcus For the Term of His Natural Life References to early days in Glenorchy

Clyne, Robert History of the South Australian 

Police Force 1836-1916
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Cockburn, 

Rodney

Pastoral Pioneers of South 

Australia, Pt 1 Index, Pt 2 general 

subjects - Reprinted from 'The 

Adelaide stock and station journal'. 

1925 Publishers 

Limited, 

Adelaide

Couch-Keen, 

Glenda

Gold Escorts Re-enactments: 

Reinforcing Memory of Trusted 

History, The

2006 Proceedings 

of State 

History 

Conference, 

South 

Australia 

2006

A personal reflection of participating in the 1986 South 

Australian Gold Escort Re-enactment

Cultural Heritage 

Unit, University of 

Melbourne

Gold - A Nation's Heritage - 

electronic encyclopaedia of gold in 

Australia

2010 Cultural 

Heritage Unit, 

University of 

Melbourne

www.egold

.net.au

Sections include: Travelling; Cornish; Nothing but Gold: 

Victoria's Northern Region; Snell, Edward

Cummings, Diane South Australian Gold Seekers in 

Victoria 1851-1853 

2007 Gould 

Genealogy

CAV Compiled information including lists of name, maps, directions 

to the goldfields and lists of gold sent on 1st SA Gold Escort, 

etc

Cusack, Frank Bendigo a history 1973 William 

Heinemann 

Aust Pty Ltd

PPL 26-

75

Various references - mainly accounts of travel from Melbourne 

but some mentions of route from Adelaide

Cusack, Frank 

(Ed)

Early Days on Bendigo - by F 

McKenzie Clarke

1979 Queensberry 

Hill Press

CAV Recollections of life on eary Bendigo from November 1851

Dingle, Tony The Victorians - Settling 1984 Fairfax, Syme 

& Weldon & 

Associates

PPL 39-

56

Ch 3 Diggers.

Drew, Greg J Australia's First Mining Era (article) 

MESA Journal June 2011, based on 

Australia's earliest mining era and 

its effect on land survey and 

settlement, Report Book 

1987/00003

1987 South 

Australian 

Department 

of Mines

www Overview of early mines in South Australia and opening up of 

roads between Burra and Adelaide and ports.
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Drew, Greg J Australia's First Mining Era and its 

effect on land survey and 

settlement, Report Book 87/83

1987 South 

Australia Dept 

of Minutes & 

Energy

MSD all Summary of early mines in South Australia and consequent 

opening up of roads to service them. Excellent series of plates 

and figures as Appendix.

Duncan, J S (ed) Atlas of Victoria RHSV Background on each locality, current info for visitors

Earp, G B The gold colonies of Australia: 

comprising their history, territorial 

division, produce and capabilities; 

also ample notices of the gold 

mines,  and how to get to them; with 

every advice to emigrants

1852 George 

Routledge & 

Co, London

? TO BE CONFIRMED

Faull, James F Cornish in Australia, The 1983 Australasian 

Educa Press, 

croydon

Ch 6 - the Goldfields Attraction.  Details of journey of William 

Trevena & family group.  Also mentions the general migration 

and it's significance. 

Fischer, G L 

(Editor)

A Trip to the Victorian Diggings in 

1852 by Malcome Henry Leworthy

1966 South 

Australia 

Libraries 

Board

in South 

Australian

a Vol V No 

2 Sept 

1966

Fischer, G L 

(Editor)

Letter from Josiah Sutherland to his 

sister, Caroline  (from Forest Creek 

June 12th 1852) 

in South 

Australian

a Vol V No 

2 Sept 

1966

Flett, James History of Gold Discovery in Victoria 1970 Hawthorn 

Press

PMI 

Library

? Poppet Head Press, Melb 1979

Flett, James Maryborough (Victoria - Goldfields 

History)

1975, 

Reprinte

d 1980

The Dominion 

Press, North 

Blackburn, 

Victoria 3130

B Ward 

(RHSV)

Includes Map of district including pastoral holdings. CH 2 

Pastoral  Occupation.  CH 3 Early gold discoveries near 

Maryborough

p 13 refers report of 1st discovery at Daisy Hill.  

Griffith, Peter M Three Times Blest - history of 

Buninyong 1837-1901

1988 Buninyong & 

District 

Historical 

Society

PMI 

Library

Includes establishment in early 1840's to service surrounding 

stations and mentions early routes, mail services, etc pp 

11,14,21
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Grimm Australian Explorers RHSV 

919.94 

GRI

Ch VII relates to Eyre

Ham, Thomas A map of Australia Felix 

[cartographic material] : compiled & 

carefully revised from the Colonial 

government surveys, Crown Lands 

Commissioners & explorers maps, 

private surveys &c.

1847 SLV

Ham, Thomas Ham's squatting map of Victoria 

(Port Phillip District, New South 

Wales) [cartographic material] : 

carefully corrected to this date from 

the Colonial government surveys. 

Crown Lands Commissioners & 

explorers maps, private surveys, &c.

1851 http://nla.gov.

au/nla.map-

f895-s1 

SLV Map of southeastern Australia showing county, parish and 

Land Commission boundaries and numbered references to 

squatters runs.  Has accompanying booklet providing index to 

landholdings marked on map by number.  

Ham, Thomas Ham's squatting map of Victoria 

(Port Phillip District, New South 

Wales) [cartographic material]

1853 http://nla.gov.

au/nla.map-

nk10059-sd-

cd

SLV Map of southeastern Australia showing county, parish and 

Land Commission boundaries and numbered references to 

squatters runs.  Has accompanying booklet.

Hamilton, J C Pioneering Days in Western Victoria 1923 Macmillan & 

Co, 

Melbourne

www

Hawdon, Joseph 1853 1952 Georgian 

House, 

Melbourne

First person ? To drive cattle from Victoria to Adelaide (July 

1839) / connections with Lt W Mundy & Charles Bonney

Henty, Edward Journals 1996

Hopkins, Ruth Where Now Cousin Jack 1988 Bendigo 

Bicentennial 

Community 

Committee

CAV

Hopkins, Ruth Cousin Jack, man for the times : a history of the Cornish people in Victoria1994 R Hopkins

Hutchinson, 

Frank

Beginnings - a brief account of 

some of the first Europeans to 

explore or settle in Victoria

2011 Prahran 

Mechanics' 

Institute 

Press

MSD Overview of white settlement in Victoria, a chapter for each 

area.
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Jones, Alan & 

Cameron, Karen

Her Majesty's south-eastern mails

Kealy, E J History of Bringalbert South and 

Recollections of An Old Pioneer

1932. 

Facsimil

e 1999

Bringalbert 

South 

Historical 

society

MSD Overview of early white settlement in Apsley area,  including 

descriptions of the country 

Keesing, Nancy 

(ed)

History of the Australian Gold 

Rushes (by those who were there)

1967 Angus & 

Robertson

Includes account of Charles French Folland. Little detail of 

route, but includes general descriptions, esepcially of group 

dynamics.  See also 'Those Who Travelled'.  

Kenyon, Alfred S The Story of the Mallee (in Royal 

Historical Society Journal Vol 4)

1982 RHSV Especially Vol 10 - the overlanders - 

Kiddle, Margaret Men of Yesterday 1961 Melbourne 

University 

Press

PPL 181- Overview of gold rush period in relation to early white 

settlement

Listemann, G From Adelaide: a migrant's lament 

(Ch 14 in From Wunderbar Country - 

Germans looks at Australia 1850-

1914

First 

publishe

d 1851

Details the practicalities of arrival and travel from Port Adelaide 

to Adelaide as well as establishing life in Adelaide. 

McGann, Peter 

(Ed)

Days of My Youth - Charles Napier 

Hemy

2009 Viglione 

Press

PPL 47-

55

References to experiences on the Victorian gold fields

McLaren, Ian F (? 

OBE)

Australian Explorers by Sea, Land 

and Air 1788-1988 (Volumes and 

Index)

B Ward 

COPIES

Segment on 'Overlanders', Tolmer, McLaren

McLaren, Ian 

OBE

Bibliography NLA / 

SLV?

Moodie, William A Pioneer of Western Victoria 

(edited with notes from Joan Austin 

Palmer)

1973 CMD Provides background of settlers and settlement in western 

Victoria.

Oulton, Margaret A Valley of the Finest Description - 

a history of the Shire of Lexton

1985? Shire of 

Lexton / 

Margaret 

Oulton

PMI 

Library

Provides background on the development and early travel in 

central Victoria including detail of relevant squatters and runs, 

etc.

Parker, Heather 

(Text) & Ellis, 

Colin (Sketches)

All in the Line of Duty - danger and 

drudgery on the Gold Escort Route 

Adelaide-Mount Alexander 1852-

1853

1971 several local 

government 

bodies

Over-view of the SA Gold Escort, including map of the route 

with details of locations of commemorative markers and how to 

find them

Payton, Philip J Cornish Miner in Australia, The - 

Cousin Jack Down Under

1984 Dyllansow 

Truran, 

Kernow

Copy Good detail from Cornish perspective, including instances 

relating to individuals and families
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Payton, Philip J Cornish Overseas - A history of 

Cornwall's 'Great Emigration', 2nd 

edition

2005 2nd 

Ed'n

Cornwall 

Editions

MSD 161-

200, 

228-

255

Ch 5 South Austraia's Copper Kingdon.  Ch 7 Gold - the 

Victorian Gold Rush

Payton, Philip J Cornish Overseas - A history of 

Cornwall's 'Great Emigration

Cornwall 

Editions

CAV See notes re 2nd edition

Pederson, Vale & 

Noel

Overland to the diggings - the 

journey of Thomas Frost

2006-7 Castlemai

ne Hist 

Soc - Ref: 

2007 330B

An account by Vale's great-grand-father Thomas Frost of his 

overland journey to the Victorian diggings with the addition of 

contemporary photographs and comments. The route 

described is the 'northern' route through the 90 Mile Desert, and 

the account provides a detailed description of their difficulty in 

obtaining water. There are several inconsistencies, and the 

date is more likely to have been December 1851, not 1850, but 

it provides detail of the day-to-day travel.

Peters, Ned 

(Edwin Frances) 

& Blake Les 

(editor)

A Gold Diggers Diary 1981 Neptune 

Press, 

Newtown

RHSV 

994.54 

DUN PET

Diary of Ned Peters, covering years 1851-57 - Dunolly & 

Bendigo area

Ragless, 

Margaret E

Oliver's Diary - an 'andkichef of eirth 1986 Investigator 

Press, 

Hawthornden

e, SA

Copy Included with the transcript of the diary is a listing of headings 

from various newspapers of the time, divided by subject, and a 

map of the journey in two sections, South Australian and 

Victoria.  This account is especially interesting as it describes 

the journey to Mount Alexander in January & February 1852) as 

well as the return to South Australia in May 1852. 

Robinson, 

George Augustus

Journals of George Augustus 

Robinson (4 volumes)

Background - especially in relation to travel and indigenous 

aspects

Ruddock, Penny European Heritage of the Coorong 1982 National 

Parks & 

Wildlife 

Service

JM pp 

29-

43

Section on overlanding stock and road communication

Rymill, Peter (Ed) Notes of Journey to the South 

Eastern District January 1863, by 

William Milne

2010 Peter Rymill MSD vari

ous

Although later date than this project covers, relevant for 

descriptions from a surveyor's point of view of early travel 

through south-east of South Australia
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Serle, Geoffrey Golden Age, The - a history of the 

colony of Victoria 1851-1861

1977 Melbourne 

University 

Press

PPL 34, Brief mention of overland travellers.  Paragraph includes 

mention that "Early in 1852 half the men of SA had left or were 

leaving for victoria" - "more than 15,000 in a year, some by sea 

and some carrying their swags on the two to three week's 

march".  No mention of other types of travel. Chapter 11 

provides significant detail about the Chinese

Snell, Edward Life and Adventures, The 1988 Edward Snell claims to be from >>>>

NB Phillip Payton in Cornish Overseas refers to several Snell 

family members who were Cornish.  

South Australian 

(& Australasian 

Record) London

South Australian (& Australasian 

Record) London

South Australian 

Register

South Australian Register SLSA 

newspaper 

collection

Adelaide newspaper reports of the gold rush and impact on 

South Australia recorded at the time

South Australiana South Australiana 1962-

1985

South 

Australia 

Libraries 

Board

Includes lists of historical records (public & private) received in 

the Archives.  Also lists of publications printed in & relating to 

South Aust or received

Spreadborough, 

Robert

Victorian Squatters RHSV 

994.502 

SPR

? Threadgill - follow up to Gwenneth Williams (Or is this 

separate reference?)

Summerling, 

Patricia

Hotels in the Adelaide Hills:  

patterns of development

Professional 

Historians 

Association of 

SA

www pp 6-

7

Background on development.  References to Chauncey's Line 

being used by the Gold Escort not found elsewhere

Sutton, Enid Full Circle - a story of South 

Australia's unknown pioneer (John 

Gifford)

2004 Alan & Enid 

Sutton

MSD Ch 

3 & 

4

Description of early settlement in Murray River and Kingston 

area including original correspondence and well-referenced.

Tolmer, 

Alexander

Reminiscences RHSV MS Background - especially re Police in 1840's and Gold Escort

Wickham, 

Dorothy

In The Days When The World Was 

Wide

1996 Dorothy 

Wickham

CAV vari

ous

narrative relates experiences travelling throughout Port Phillip 

District in late 1840's and early 1850's.  Includes detail between 

melbourne and Pyrenees. 

The Pinnacle 1923, 1 

Sept

Stawell 

Historical 

Society

Article on early Glenorchy, including photograph of Four Post 

Inn.


